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ARTIST:   

 

THE GANJAS 

 

BAND 
MEMBERS:      
            

SAM MAQUIERA-GUITAR/VOICE 
                                      
RAFAEL ASTABURUAGA-BASS/VOICE 
                                      
PABLO GIADACH-GUITAR 
                                      
ALDO BENINCASA-DRUMS 

 

 
LOCATION: 

 

 
SANTIAGO, CHILE 

 

 
GENRE: 

 

 
ROCK/SHOEGAZE/DUB 

 
WEBSITE AND 
CONTACT: 

 

HTTP://WWW.MYSPACE.COM/THEGANJAS                                          

HTTP://WWW.THEGANJAS.COM 

HTTP://WWW.ALGORECORDS.COM 

THEGANJAS@GMAIL.COM 
                                         

PHONE: (CHILE) + 56 9 6731404/ +56 2 2043130 

 

 
SOUTH 
AMERICA 
DISTRIBUTION:  

 
CHILE:  ALGO RECORDS & OVEJA NEGRA 
 
ARGENTINA, BRASIL:  BANG! PRODUCCIONES 
                 
COLOMBIA: ZONA GIRANTE 

 

 
ONLINE 
DISTRIBUTION: 

 

 
ALGO RECORDS/OVEJA NEGRA 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MANAGEMENT:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHILE MANAGEMENT: ALGO RECORDS 
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BIOGRAPHY: 

The Ganjas is a rock band from Santiago, Chile. Their sound combines 
elements of psychadellic rock, shoegaze, stoner rock, dub, reggae, space 
rock and Latin American rock.  

The band was formed in 2000 by Samuel Maquieira (Sam) (vocals and 
guitar), Rafael Astaburuaga (bass guitar and vocals) and Aldo Benincasa 
(drums). 

After a year in the rehearsal room, The Ganjas begin gigging in 2001 and 
after a short time made a huge impact on the live music scene. They 
quickly developed a massive fan base and went on to play a steady 
stream of gigs throughout 2002.  

Their initial success lead them to the studio, where they recorded their 
debut album, "The Ganjas" with Algo Records in 2003. The album 
received great reviews and the press increasingly followed thier live 
shows. The album release was followed by two hit singles and their 
respective videos, "Let´s go to the beach" and "Dark Side", which gained 
extensive air time on all major music television channels.  

Mid-2004 the band released "FUMA & MIRA" a recording of their live 
show at "Chile Musica en Vivo", Universidad de Chile’s popular radio 
program. The album was released independently by The Ganjas.  

The band was invited to play at Chile’s major music festivals and 
developed ties with key players in the music industry and press, both at 
home and abroad in Argentina, Colombia, Australia, Brasil, Venezuela, 
Uruguay,  Ecuador and the States for interviews and coverage.   

This wide-spread coverage was followed by the recording of "Laydown" in 
2004 with Algo Records. Record sales and live show attendance 
confirmed the album’s great reception by press and fans. They launched 
the album around the country and were invited to headline Rock al 
Parque festival in Colombia.  

In 2006 the band was nominated at APES (Asociación de Periodistas de 
Espectáculo) as Best Rock Band. In the same year the band had its first 
international release, a split-album with Argentinian band, The Jacqueline 
Trashcon, which includes outtakes from the "Laydown" recording 
sessions.  

The following year The Ganjas went on to release their album "Daybreak" 
with Algo Records and  played at Vive Latino 2007 in Santiago.  

In 2008 Algo Records collaborated with Oveja Negra, Chile’s Author’s 
Rights Society’s (SCD) record label to release “This is the time - The 
Singles” – a complilation of the band’s greatest hits.   

Later in the year the band traveled to Brazil to play at major festivals and 
tour in Sao Paulo, Goiania and Rio de Janeiro and shared the stage with 
Helmet, The Vaselines, Black Mountain, Black Lips, among others. Once 
back in Chile they played at top Chilean  festival SUE, opening for REM 

 
BIOGRAPHY: 

The Ganjas is a rock band from Santiago, Chile. Their sound combines 
elements of psychadellic rock, shoegaze, stoner rock, dub, reggae, space 
rock and Latin American rock.  

The band was formed in 2000 by Samuel Maquieira (Sam) (vocals and 
guitar), Rafael Astaburuaga (bass guitar and vocals) and Aldo Benincasa 
(drums). 
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DISCOGRAPHY  

 

 

• THE GANJAS (LP) - 2003 
• FUMA Y MIRA (EP) - 2004 
• LAYDOWN (LP) - 2005 
• THE JACQUELINE TRASH/THE GANJAS- SPLIT ARGENTINO- 

2006 
• DAYBREAK (LP) - 2007 
• THIS IS THE TIME 2002-2007 (LP)- 2008 
• LOOSE (LP) - 2009 

 

 
 
 
 
 
DISCOGRAPHY 
ARTWORK: 

 

 

"The Ganjas"- 2003          "Fuma & Mira” 2004 
 

"Laydown"-  2005              "Daybreak"- 2007 
 

"This is the Time"- 2008   "Loose" – 2009 

 

LINKS TO 
PRESS: 
 

Reviews for Daybreak 
 
 
 
http://www.super45.cl/2007/05/17/the-ganjas-
%e2%80%93-daybreak-algo-records/ 
 
http://www.rockaxis.com/cdaxis_rock_ver.php?cPath=22_
47&products_id=4276&osCsid=b7380502afd2c52d61185
4341eb002f9 
 
http://www.mus.cl/entrevista.php?fId=63 
 
http://www.lamusica.emol.com/tiempolibre/musica/include/
busqueda/resultadocridiscos.asp 
 
 
 

LINKS TO 
PRESS: 
 

Reviews for Daybreak 
 
 
 
http://www.super45.cl/2007/05/17/the-ganjas-
%e2%80%93-daybreak-algo-records/ 
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LINKS TO 
VIDEOS: 
 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QWgDZFjPTt8   ………….    
Laydown(Live) programa El Interruptor de Via X  Diciembre 2004.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3VTbybKZ7Dw   ……….Break Up 
proyecciones psicodelicas hechas en caleidoscopio y en 16m/m por 
Rodrigo Astaburuaga  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=96N8tqTg-v0  ………….Dark Side  
video para la cancion de el disco homonimo de la banda  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jza0TQQeQ-8  ………Dancehall(en 
vivo) Actuación en el festival colombiano “Rock al parque” en octubre de 
2005 , dirigido por Rodrigo Astaburuaga.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xxaNBeC6wkw  ............  Moonlight 
Cat segundo single del disco "Laydown" 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vv0Hyd0ovAU  ……Smokin’Louis 
(envivo)  Presentacion en el programa Via Directa  en julio de 2006.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2U3CV9xmlsQ   ……… La Lluvia  
video para la cancion en version de estudio del disco split junto a The 
Jacqueline Trash editado en Argentina 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lFZMeAobOpw  ………..Dancehall  
video del single del disco “Laydown” dirigido por Oliver Knust.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=88NYUPrmhnI …………...Daybreak 
(en vivo), Extracto del show especialmente realizado para el documental 
“Solucion” de la productora Valcine.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=60U1X54GrUg  ........................ Sonic 
Redemption . Primer single del disco "Daybreak" 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WtzREgQpj14  ......................... Sonic 
Redemption (en vivo) Circus Rock 2008 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GtqZN90xj4g  
..........................Interview with Andy Bell (Ride - Oasis), talks about 
being a massive fan of Ganjas (2009) 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bbx5ohPawL0 .........................Frio ni 
Calor(Fan video) , tercer single del disco "Daybreak"  
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_qRM993b_3o .........................  Out 
From Heaven , segundo single del disco "Daybreak" 
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